
SENDAT Outreach Autumn 2020
 

Guidance for planning, teaching and assessing 
Literacy skills in pupils working in the                      

pre-key-stage Standards. 
Reading - Primary 



SENDAT Outreach Autumn 2020

This free guidance is a combina2on of resources from The Suffolk Outreach team, and up-to-date advice from the pre-key-
stage-standards. The learning goals and ac2vi2es suggested in this document have been matched to the Pre key stage 
standards (PKSS). This booklet has been designed to help teaching staff plan literacy ac2vi2es for these pupils; enabling 
them to prac2se skills and giving you sugges2ons that inform your assessment of their progress. Pupils 
working in P1-4 are considered to be working below subject specific standards, and need a more specialist 
curriculum based around their individual needs. The subject specific standards range from 1-4 in Key stage 1 
and match as shown in the table below. This document contains guidance for Standards 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

h#ps://www.gov.uk/government/publica9ons/pre-key-stage-1-standards 

h#ps://www.gov.uk/government/publica9ons/pre-key-stage-2-standards 

This scheme in no way aKempts to be comprehensive, it aims to offer some ideas of the different areas of early literacy 
development, the way literacy skills may progress, relevant objec2ves to support progress and a small range of possible 
teaching ac2vi2es to promote the development of these skills which can be used as star2ng points. It is intended that you 
use it as a springboard for ideas to adapt in your own seMngs. A link to The DFE Progression in Phonics has been included 
in the resource folder. Please refer to this document for further sugges2ons for ac2vi2es. It is referenced in this document 
as PIPs. 

P5 Standard 1

P6 Standard 2

P7 Standard 3

P8 Standard 4

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-key-stage-1-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-key-stage-2-standards
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Standard 1 ReadingA student working at this level typically:  

Has some interest in favourite books 

Usually shares a short picture book with an adult or familiar peer 

Listens with fluctuating concentration to story line/plot/characters 

Indicates by gesture when answering simple questions such as “where is the dog” 

Independently browses books, but not always the right way round and page to page 

Watches and joins in with repetitive phrases, such as, “blow your house down” or 
shows excitement when the phrase is used in the familiar story. 



SENDAT Outreach Autumn 2020
AREA LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Based on previous levels P4 to P5
POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

Reading skills 
in speaking

Ask for something using words, symbols or 
signs. 

Use a word, sign or symbol for an object or 
person consistently. 

Begin to use intonation in utterances and a 
range of volume. 

PIPs phase 1  
develop language structures 
increase vocabulary 
speak clearly and audibly 

Set up interesting activities just out of reach, the pupil 
has to use a symbol or word card to request item.  

Which voice for which place? Where do we whisper/
sing/shout/scream/laugh go to those places and use 
different voices to experiment. Use symbols and 
words on cards to read and vocalise 

Retell stories, ordering events using story language. 
Once upon a time there was, a…pupil chooses a 
symbol or picture from three choices to lead the story. 
Use single words to indicate what they want to tell.  

Play repetitive story games such as “my grandma 
went shopping… what’s the time Mr. Wolf… 

Tell stories and describe incidents from their own 
experience in an audible voice. Replay what has 
happened this morning / where do we go this 
afternoon / who visited today etc… 

Singing songs and rhymes with peers, watching 
pictures or symbols to focus attention on topic 

Singing made up songs to narrate their actions “I am 
putting the water in the bucket…in the 
bucket…”match to symbols or photos 
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Reading skills 

in listening 
and 

responding

Listen to an adult talk to a group, sitting 
quietly and showing concentration for a few 
minutes. 

Respond to questions about familiar events 
or experiences by vocalising, gesturing, 
signing or using symbols. 

Understand a range of adjectives and 
simple negative forms; for example, indicate 
a picture of someone who is 'not happy'. 

PIPs phase 1  
listen attentively 

Listen to recordings of stories and follow the story in 
their book with an adult or a peer prompting 

Listen to the re-telling of a story as part of a group or 
class for at least 5 minutes 

Watch stories being retold online watching the words 
at the bottom 

Invent a short story sentence and tell to a peer 

Story-telling to a peer or teddy retelling favoured 
story 

Watch as an adult draws a picture to give an 
instruction, or gives a phot/symbol. E.G. Go to Mrs 
smith and give her this register book.  Completes a 
one-step recorded  instruction 

Reading skills 
in group 

discussion and 
interaction

Use simple conversation skills, for example, 
taking turns to listen and speak, initiating a 
conversation. 

Use phrases with two key ideas for varying 
purposes, such as socialising, giving 
information, describing something, making 
a request, asking a question, giving a 
direction.

Sit alongside peers or adults and share a book, 
interacting with their partner or group with prompts.  

Give answer within group on book just read 

Listen as adult tells a favourite story in a picture book. 
Then join a small group of peers to participate in 
retelling the story. 
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Reading skills 

in drama
Begin to use intonation in utterances and a 
range of volume. 

Participate in the dramatic reconstruction 
of a story, learning a two-word phrase 
(line) to use, for example, 'Go back!', 'Fire 
burn'. 

PIPs phase 1  
develop language structures 
increase vocabulary 
speak clearly and audibly

Use single word cards and language to imagine and 
recreate roles and experiences, such as holding a 
basket and placing red fabric on head to “be” red 
riding hood. Uses symbol prompt to say a word or line 
from story.  

Use small world toys to recreate familiar stories 

Participate in sensory story reading 
Explore familiar themes and characters through 
improvisation and role-play on theme of book just 
read 

Act out part of their own and familiar or favoured 
stories 
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Word 

recognition
Point to 'words' and 'pictures' when 
asked, showing an awareness of the 
difference between them. 

Show pleasure in the sounds of some words 
and rhymes and repeat some. 

Imitate the sounds of some letters and 
sometimes remember one or two, for 
example, phoneme associated with the 
initial letter of own name. 

Read own name correctly or 
by vocalising the same way each time or by 
signing one or more letters. 

Recognise familiar captions around 
classroom. They may be words, symbols, or 
a combination. 

Recognise that words match some pictures 
e.g. picture of wolf with word wolf 
underneath. 

Match initial letters to pictures using literacy 
software on a computer. 

Explore and experiment with sounds within books 
with adult or peer reading. Repeats adult’s word with 
a prompt. Adult pointing to word in text. 

Chooses favourite words from a story and make up 
nonsense rhyme or babble to repeat and refine word 
recognition: baby, baby, baby, baby etc.  

Chooses favourite letters or sounds from a story and 
make up nonsense rhyme or babble to repeat and 
refine word recognition: m, m, m, m, m, m etc…  
Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding some 
familiar letters  

Involve the pupil in naming their items or areas. 
Support them to type their name and print it off. 
Laminate the names and blu tac around the school. 
On the door they use, the peg, the chair, their cup, 
their lunchbox.  
Match own name to photograph 

Involve the pupil in naming areas of the room. 
Support them to type their name and print it off. 
Laminate the names and blu tac around the school. 
Door / handle / table / chair / whiteboard… 

Hear and say sounds in words based on meaningful 
words to them or letters they know. 

Read one or two high frequency words of personal 
interest 
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Word 

structure and 
reading words

Recognise own name from a selection of 
two 

Begin to anticipate endings to common 
rhymes, for example, 'Double, double toil 
and '. 

Recognise and point out the difference 
between 'long' 
and 'short' words. 

Listen to, and repeat, initial sounds in 
familiar names and known words. 

Attempt to say single sounds while listening 
to another person repeating phrases or 
rhymes familiar to them, for example, 'f.. ire 
burn and cauldron bubble'. 

PIPs phase 1  
begin to distinguish between sounds in 
words 
explore and experiment with sounds in 
words 

Play matching games with the letters from their name 
as well as the whole name. Use the short nickname if 
needed.  
Play rhyming games 

Listening to rhymes and repeating patterns and 
refrains, using familiar stories and choose stories that 
have repetitive phrases used frequently.  

Playing alliterative games: “we’re going to the zoo…
zoo…zoo how about you…you…you…” 

Identifying sounds in names, words in the 
environment etc. 

Put own items away in trays or boxes labelled with 
pupil’s name 

Make up nonsense names for robots or aliens using 
an initial sound 

Make a choice from a choice of two to complete 
recipes/spells.  
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Understanding 

and 
interpreting 

texts

Browses books in their own way. 

Copy an adult pointing to words as they 
read during a guided reading session. 

Turn over the next page in a book with 
pictures to see what happens. 

Imitate an adult pointing to words as they 
read. 

Participate in the sequencing of activities 
related to a text, for example, following a 
recipe by using a few symbol cards. 

With help move finger from left to right 
when following text in a shared reading 
session. 

Show where the beginning of a story is and 
the end. 

Have a few favourite books and ask them to 
be read regularly. 

Give the pupil a book the wrong way round and allow 
them to browse as they choose, turning pages back 
and forth. Once they have explored, offer a shared 
reading from the start.  

Remind the pupil to always have their reading finger 
ready to point and focus attention.  

Identify pictures and words and browse prior to 
decoding text.  

Extend their bank of reading words by naming and 
labelling items in their world, bed/chair/table/door etc. 
Begin a book that travels between home and school 
which documents “words I can read” 

Show an understanding of the elements of stories, 
such as character/ start / end /  

Retell narratives in the correct sequence, drawing on 
the language patterns of stories three aspects only,  
 Identify the main events and characters in stories, and 
find one piece of specific information in simple texts  
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Engaging and 
responding to 

texts

Look at pictures, sometimes turning pages 
to find out what happens next. 

Show curiosity about a text and make 
simple predictions when given a choice, for 
example, 'Do you think it will be a boy or a 
girl?' 'Will she choose the red shoes or the 
blue ones?' 

Answer simple questions about books by 
pointing or with words or utterances, for 
example, 'Who did the wolf eat? 
Comment on texts, for example, says, 'It's 
funny'. 

Anticipate events in well-known texts, for 
example, laugh in anticipation of Bottom 
gaining the donkey's head. 
Participate in role-play activities or the 
dramatic reconstruction of a text 
Participate in vocalising agreement or 
disagreement as a familiar story unfolds, 
Communicates that they have a favoured 
book

Listen with enjoyment to stories, songs, rhymes and 
poems, sustain attentive listening and respond with 
relevant comments, questions and actions  

Make a choice from a choice of two, what happens 
next…does the pig…or… 

Show an understanding of the elements of stories, 
such as main character.  

Use simple language to imagine and recreate roles 
and experiences. Use small world toys and dressing 
up to take on roles and retell narrative.  

Use language to imagine and create roles and 
experiences. Use small world toys and dressing up to 
take on roles and invent narrative 

Chooses favourite book from a choice of two.  
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Reading texts 

using 
structure 

With help, add symbols to a class timetable. 

With help, sequence two pictures to show 
understanding about the order of events in 
a story, for example, illustrations from the 
“Nickle-nackle tree”.  

Match the symbol of a task to the actual task, and 
have it out in front of the pupil to help them link the 
task with the symbol.  

With pupil, adult draws two distinct aspects from the 
story. Pupil places them in the right order after adult 
mixes them up.  
Experience reading for various purposes, using 
features of different forms such as lists, stories, 
instructions. labels, names.
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Reading for 

purpose
Select symbols to make a sentence by 
pointing or eye pointing. 

Choose the correct picture or symbol from a 
choice of two when asked for example, Did 
the hungry caterpillar eat an apple or a 
chair?  

Talk about and draw pictures of visits and 
other things of personal interest making 
marks to represent words, dictating or using 
access switch. 

Use symbols to label own work. 

Use photographs to label own work. 

Dictate two or three words to an adult 
using words or signs to describe a picture, 
for example, 'Play football'. 

Ask an adult to read back their own writing. 

With help read their own name  

Use symbols to represent the choices. Cut and stick to 
record their “writing” 

Watching / listening to stories for personal enjoyment 

Take photos on trips and use software such as Clicker 
to record and read back their experiences and 
memories.  

Begin to form simple sentences in Clicker and listen 
when work is read back 
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Standard 2 Reading

A student working at this level typically:  

Has favourite books that they ask to read repetitively 

Recognise familiar words or letters within the text 

Use repetitive phrases at the start of text such as Dear zoo:  “I sent him back” 

Participates in flash card tasks and matching words, letters and sounds 

Answers simple questions about the text with a word or short phrase 

Listen to adult or peer sounding out a word and then blend it together to make a word.  
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AREA LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Based on previous levels P6
POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

Reading skills 
in speaking

Say/indicate, by choosing symbols or using 
an access mode such as a switch or speech 
synthesiser two key ideas sentences.  
Make up own stories, songs, rhymes and 
poems.  

Vary voice tone to express excitement and 
sadness. 

Create stories from the school day by taking 
photographs of an activity, sequence them into a story 
e.g., a school trip, making biscuits etc. Add a short 
phrase to go with the picture e.g., happy Billy 

Story stones - Use flat and smooth stones and 
decorate with pictures, objects, or animals. Choose 
one of the stones and start a tale based on the 
picture on it, and then continue the story. 

Give opportunities for pupils to discriminate between 
the different voices they have when singing, speaking, 
shouting, whispering, growling, squeaking, being silly, 
etc. 

Share story with pupil that has a clear change in 
emotion. Pupil copies adult voice to retell part of the 
story.
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Reading skills 

in listening 
and 

responding

Sit quietly, show interest in extended 
stories, or short  
Texts without pictures or props.  
  
Respond by looking at the speaker and 
sometimes offering comments. 

Listen carefully to stories and poems read 
aloud to them. Show by body movement or 
facial expression, that they can hear what is 
being said. 

Listen to a piece of music quietly and offer 
comments.  

Use simple negative forms when talking 
about the story e.g. she is not happy 

Use headphones to independently listen to rhymes / 
short stories 

Story telling – chose stories that are repetitive e.g., 
'We're going on a bear hunt', pupil use actions for 
various parts of the story. While reading to the class, 
have smaller versions of the same book for the pupils 
to look through and explore. 

Sing or chant nursery rhymes and encourage pupils to 
move in an appropriate way, e.g. rock gently to the 
beat of See Saw Marjorie Dore, : march to the beat of 
Tom, Tom the Piper’s Son and The Grand old Duke of 
York: 

Clap rhythmically together and recite songs /nursery 
rhymes in unison. 

Listen to familiar stories, poems and rhymes on 
YouTube. Ask pupils about their favourite part of the 
story and to give a reason for their answer.   

Invent a short story and verbalise to adult / peer 
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Reading skills 

in group 
discussion and 

interaction

Predict and reason (what will happen 
if we....), give directions for a sequence of 
two to three actions.  

Answer complex questions such as 'Why did 
we need to take our coats?' ('because it 
might be cold'),  
Show interest in parts of the story, during 
shared reading 

With adult help, answer a simple recall 
question relating to the story 

Hold book and show interest in the pages 

Participates in some group reading activities

While reading aloud, stop before turning the page and 
ask, “What do you think will happen next?”  

Sequence story using pictures from the book. 

Use games such as ‘What Doing Lotto Bingo’ Verb 
game to develop understanding of answering key 
questions.  During the game, the adult points to a 
picture and asks ‘What is he/she doing?’ pupil may 
join and leave during game 

In group reading share a range of age-appropriate 
stories, asking questions, such as ‘Where is the boy?’, 
‘Who is this?’, ‘What is the dragon doing?’ etc. 

Use Old MacDonald Had A Farm to sing and act out 
the rhyme. Ask pupils if they have ever seen any of 
the animals or visited a farm and discuss their 
experiences.
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Reading skills 

in drama
Take a simple role of a character such as 
dog 

Vocalise a word or sound to match the 
narrative of the story such as “woof” 

Watch and occasionally participate in 
narrative of role play with peers 

Use a story costume, with help, such as red 
cape for Red Riding Hood.  

Use a quiet / loud voice to reflect the 
narrative

Pupils re-tell some of the story with finger puppets, 
story boxes, story sacks etc. 

Create small world scenes where pupils can use toys 
as story characters to create a familiar story scene 
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Word 

recognition
Read own timetable words/symbols.  

Join in with a group reciting the alphabet. 
Show interest in alphabet books and 
recognise some letters. 

Recognise familiar repetitive words in a 
well-known story 
Begin to identify words they recognize 
within the text. 

Navigate around classroom / school using 
familiar signs and symbols e.g. toilet 

Use computer software to play word-
matching games. 

Recognises an increasing number of letters 
and sounds.  

PIPs phase 2 
Introduced to grapheme / phoneme 
correspondence. 

Drawers/ hooks for the children with their picture and 
name – have the pupils Velcro the names / symbols to 
match the pictures  

Make a class alphabet book. Draw or cut pictures from 
magazines or use photos. Paste each picture in the 
book. Pupils write / select symbol next to the picture 
the letter that stands for the object or person in the 
picture (for example, B for bird, M for milk, and so 
on).  
Play letter recognition games, e.g. letter hunts, letter 
matching, letter sorting, letter bingo, letter of the day. 

Sing alphabet songs 

Matching short words to pictures lotto e.g., farm 
animals.  

Personalised lotto’s e.g., using vocabulary familiar to 
child (e.g., pet's name, mum, dad etc.), using 
vocabulary familiar to the class (e.g., class name, 
teacher's name etc.) 

Flashcard activities  

CVC word Snakes and Ladders Game 
  

Linking letter shapes with phonemes 

Matching phonemes with objects e.g. pegging dolls’ 
washing on a line and pegging the initial phoneme 
with each item 
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Word 

structure and 
reading words

Find words in a book that begin with a 
certain letter.  
  
Find words that rhyme with known words 
('cat', 'mat', 'sat). 
Use repetitive phrases at the start of  a text 
such as dear Zoo: “I sent him back” 

Participates in flash card tasks and matching 
words letters and sounds.  

PIPs phase 2   
know that words are constructed from 
phonemes (sounds) 
know that phonemes are represented by 
graphemes (letters) 
Know a small selection of common 
consonants and vowels.  

Playing and experimenting with 3D letters to find 
words that begin with a certain letter.  

Rhyming ‘Odd one out’ strip.  Make a strip of words 
that rhyme including one word that does not read, 
children say which is the odd word out. 

Say ‘into the pot goes’ while pretending to place 
objects that rhyme into a pot (for example, a bat, 
a hat, a cat, a mat).  Put in a word that doesn’t rhyme 
see if pupil notices 

Use a set of rhyming cards to play snap, a matching 
game or a memory game 

Pupils roll some paper into a horn, adult says two 
words, pupils blow horn if they rhyme 

 I Spy activity encouraging blending and segmenting 
of Phase 2 decodable words. Pupils read the CVC 
words and then spy the matching picture in the grid.  

It Goes in My House - Place a picture of the outline of 
a house on the table. Next to it place a piece of paper 
that has ‘No’ written at the top.  Place a mixture of 
the pictures in a pile next to the A3 house picture. Ask 
the child to read or recognise the word.  Would they 
like it in their house? If yes, stick it in a room. If not, 
stick on the ‘No’ sheet. 

Matching short words to pictures lotto e.g., farm 
animals. Personalised lotto’s e.g., using vocabulary 
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Understanding 

and 
interpreting 

texts

During a shared reading session, predict 
what a missing word covered by a piece of 
paper might be.   

Turn the pages of a book and with help sign 
or tell part of the story from memory using 
pictures as clues and prompts.  
  
Show an understanding of the difference 
between the words and the pictures, for 
example, when asked 'Where shall l read?' 
point to the print and not the picture.  

Can indicate the next step when following a 
set of instructions 

Encourage pupils to join in with the repeated phrases 
and refrains in the song. Sing part of the predictable 
phrase or refrain and listen to hear if pupils are able 
to fill in the gaps with the correct words. 

Retell story using sequencing pictures. 

Pupils use lollipop sticks as word pointer when reading 
book 

Re-order chopped up captions/ sentences from the 
book 

Can follow a two / three-part instruction e.g. getting 
equipment out for P.E. 
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Engaging and 
responding to 

texts

Look at pictures, independently turning 
pages to find out what happens next. 

Show curiosity about a text and make 
simple predictions based on their knowledge 
of the text 
Answer a few simple questions about books 
by pointing or with words. “look at that/ 
what is this?” 

Anticipate events in new texts, for example, 
laughing when the wolf is stopped in 
“suddenly”.  
Participate in role-play activities or the 
dramatic reconstruction of a text, using 
their own idea.  

State their opinion of a text.  

Has favourite books that they ask to read 
repetitively.  

Answer simple questions about text with a 
word or short phrase. 

Choose stories, songs, rhymes and poems, sustain 
attentive listening and respond with relevant 
comments, questions and actions. Join in with familiar 
refrains with adult support 

Offer choices and opinions.  

Pick out main character, setting of the story. (pig / in a 
house) 
Choose words with adult support to recreate roles and 
experiences.  

Use small world toys and dressing up to take on roles 
and retell narrative.  

Constantly chooses same book for adult to read.  

Consistently chooses same book from choice of three. 
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Reading texts 

using 
structure 

Knows the front page of a book 

Can show the cover of a book, turning book 
to “browse” the back cover. 

Turns pages of book when “reading” 
independently, not always one page at a 
time, or front to back.  
Listens to adult sounding out a word and 
then blends together to make a word. 

Encourage pupils to turn the pages and talk about 
what they see. Use your finger to guide pupil’s eyes 
from left to right across the page as you read, and 
point out certain words or phrases 

Matching pictures to captions to help children make a 
connection between words and objects 

Use peers to model good reading skills 
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Reading for 

writing
Identify their work by reading their name on 
work 

Use emergent writing to record ideas 

Read back some words within their 
emergent writing 

Use symbols to communicate needs and 
desires 

PIPs phase 2  
segment a small selection of common 
consonants and vowels to spell simple CVC 
words 

Painting and drawing letter shapes to make CVC 
words 

Tracing letter shapes in sand to make CVC words 

Phoneme Frames to support sounding / writing words 

Tic-Tac-Toe - A fun take on the old Tic-Tac-Toe 
game using sight words. To play, each student has 
to choose a sight word and repeatedly write the 
word in a tic-tac-toe grid. Each time they write the 
word, they have to read it too. The first person to 
write down and read three in a row is the winner!  

Scavenger Hunt - Prepare a template with twelve 
sight words written on it. Next, write the same 
words on twelve sticky notes and attach each note 
on top of the matching word. Taking turns and 
working in pairs, one child takes the clipboard and 
hides the sticky note words around the class. When 
finished, the hider hands the clipboard with just the 
word template to the partner who then hunts for 
the words. As the sight words are found, they are 
placed directly on top of the matching word.
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A student working at this level typically:  

Requests favoured stories and shows interest in both fiction and non-fiction 

Able to rote say alphabet, but not match or recognise all the sounds 

Usually able to read CVC words and recognises text in the surroundings such as 
“Tesco” or “toilet” 

Shows enjoyment and anticipation in favoured stories, taking on reader role at times 
in familiar texts 

Can discuss simple plot lines or recall facts after finishing a book 

Participates in role-play based on story they are familiar with and can say words 
from the plot or take on a matching character.  

Standard 3 Reading
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AREA LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Based on previous levels P7
POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

Reading skills 
in speaking

Vary voice tone to express character simple 
emotion such as crying 

To be able to make animal noise to match 
character such as “moo” 

Two steps of story, at the start….at the 
end…. narrative of reading story. 

To comment on something they have found 
out in non-fiction 

To raise the volume of their voice when 
promoted by adult. 

Interpret a text by reading aloud with some variety in 
pace and emphasis 

Retell stories, ordering events using story language  

Tell stories and describe incidents from their own 
experience in an audible voice  

Following adult prompt, student uses loud voice to 
“moooooo” in the storyline with peer group. 
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Reading skills 

in listening 
and 

responding

To respond to a question about the text, 
using vocabulary found in text, with some 
prompting 

To sequence the story line after reading a 
simple text that they have read a few times. 

To show focus and follow the story as an 
adult or peer reads to them, offering a 
relevant comment, prompted by adult, such 
as can you see the house?....”it’s there”

Listen to recordings of stories and follow the story in 
their book 

Watch stories being retold online watching the words 
at the bottom 

Respond to story they have heard by adding an 
additional detail  

Listen to story tellers on line sometimes joining in with 
familiar parts of the text 

Reading skills 
in group 

discussion and 
interaction

Respond appropriately to a range 
of questions asked by a familiar adult Who? 
What? When? Where?. 

Show recognition of familiar routines in 
group reading such as going to regular 
classroom/sitting on the carpet/ getting the 
book from the pile…

Sit alongside peers or adults and share a book, 
interacting with their partner or group.  

Give answer within group on book just read 

Play literacy board game. Pupil remains on task for 
length of game  
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Reading skills 

in drama
To use props such as a broom or a 
saucepan within the narrative of the role 
play 

To make comments to peers within the 
narrative and in role, such as: “who is that 
at the door” 

To suggest an item they might need to use 
in role-play, such as “I need a bucket”/goes 
to sand tray to get one. 

To vary volume and tone of voice in role 
play

Use language to imagine and recreate roles and 
experiences. 

Explore familiar themes and characters through 
improvisation and role-play on theme of book just 
read 

Act out their own and familiar or favoured stories, 
using voices for characters  

Using creative language in role play and drama    

Create small world story scenes where pupils can use 
toys as story characters to recreate a familiar 
narrative 
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Word 

recognition
Join in with a group reciting the 
alphabet. Show interest in alphabet books 
and recognise some letters. 

Sound and name some letters of the 
alphabet in upper and lower case, 
or indicate recognition using AC 

Hear and identify initial sounds in familiar 
words in group times, by pointing, speaking, 
signing or by using the same body 
movements consistently. 

Read words in own photograph book or 
show recognition by body movements/
vocalisation. 

Read alphabet books, sounding some 
letters. 

Recognise own name and one or two other 
familiar words wherever they are seen and 
in whatever size, font, colour, position etc. 
and read a few familiar words. 

Read simple 2-word phrases linked to 
familiar words/signs/symbols, such 

Involve the pupil in setting up an area for reading and 
playing with letters and words. Have boxes with 
alphabet letters in the book corner and word games 
available for free choice times.  

Use symbols to reiterate good sitting/good listening / 
good looking. 

Use sound buttons, ICT and symbols to support the 
pupil in communication 
  
Explore and experiment with sounds, words and text 
such as musical instruments that the pupil plays every 
time they see a certain word in the text of the book.  

Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet in alphabet books, videos and 
photographs 

Play eye spy 

Play Kim’s game and all items begin with one letter 
(tray of items/ cover up/ take one away what is 
missing) 
  
Use a large arrow to indicate the top left hand corner 
of the text 

Move from reading simple consonant-vowel-consonant 
(CVC) words such as 'cat' and bus to longer CCVC 
words such as 'clap' and 'stop', and CVCC words as 
'fast' and 'milk'  
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Word 

structure and 
reading words

Match and read short words, such as 'tea', 
'TV', 'bag', physically or by eye-pointing or 
access switch or using a communication aid. 
Select a word from a choice of two during a 
shared writing session. 

PIPs phase 2   
Blend together a small selection of common 
consonants and vowels to read simple CVC 
words 
Read and spell an increasing range of CVC 
words using some of the 44 phonemes.

Play rhyming games such as Orchard games 

Listening to rhymes and repeating patterns and 
refrains in nursery books and online 

Playing alliterative games matching the name/words 
to items and in the environment 

Phoneme sound cards  

Sound matching software and online sound games 
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Understanding 

and 
interpreting 

texts

Point out known words in the environment, 
for example, stop, ladies and gents, wait 

Recognising logos such as “Tescos” “Asda” 

Following words down a page as they 
“read” a list 

Giving a post-it note to an adult, as means 
of communication 
Look at the left page before the right when 
engaging with a book. 

Follow a simple recipe with adult support 

Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read 
from left to right and top to bottom  

Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meaning and 
sounds of new words  

Show an understanding of the elements of stories, 
such as main character, sequence of events, and 
openings, and how information can be found in non-
fiction texts to answer questions about where, who, 
why and how  

Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read 
from left to right and top to bottom.  

Retell narratives in the correct sequence, drawing on 
the language patterns of stories  
 Identify the main events and characters in stories, and 
find specific information in simple texts  
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Engaging and 
responding to 

texts

Point to and name or sign a picture of a 
character in a text when asked. 

Tell something about a particular part of a 
text by vocalising, gesturing or signing, for 
example, 'Boy in plane'. 

Independently browses books and chooses 
fiction and non-fiction of interest 

Listen with enjoyment to stories, songs, rhymes and 
poems,  

Sustain attentive listening and respond with relevant 
comments, questions and actions. Keep the focus by 
asking specific questions. What colour is this, where is 
the, what is this? 

Show an understanding of the elements of stories, 
such as main character, sequence of events, and 
openings and how information can be found in non-
fiction texts to answer questions about where, who, 
why and how  

Imagine and recreate roles and experiences. Practice 
a set phrase that the pupil will read from a prompt 
card: “’ill huff and puff”
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Reading texts 

using 
structure 

Independently  sequence three pictures 
related to a familiar story 

Attempt reading for various purposes, using 
features of different forms such as lists, 
stories and instructions. 

Order words from left to right 

Begin at top left when “reading” 

Be able to identify capital letter at start of 
text 

Be able to identify “next page” 

Can turn pages in correct order 

Browses non-fiction books turning each 
page in turn

Share the story with pupil adult and child, giving time 
to understand the narrative. Use words like first next 
and last. Then refer to the pictures and allow the child 
to sort them. Tell the story their chosen way and 
compare the book; did it go like that in the story?  

Involve the pupil in canvassing for opinions. Who 
wants to…have carrots at break today / watch the 
science programme after play / go outside even 
though it is raining etc…ask the pupil to read their 
findings.  

Involve the pupil in making lists: how many chairs do 
we have / apples left in the snack box / what 
stationary do we need? 

Involve the pupil in finding out information: please go 
to Mrs Smith’s class with Bethan and ask her, is it 
assembly today? 
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Reading for 

writing
Use symbols confidently to record events 
and express ideas as well as to 
communicate needs and desires. 

Experiment in role-play situations, writing 
letters, lists, stories, instructions, labels, 
captions. 

Attempt to 'write' a story on the computer. 

PIPs phase 3  
Read and spell a few CVC words; use a 
limited 
range of letters and short vowels e.g. box 

Read their own names on their own belongings 

Read labels around the room and school such as 
labels and captions.  

Visit a supermarket and read the logos and labels 

Sort pairs of socks according to patterns and logos 

Make some attempt to write words and read back to 
an adult a word or two that they have written. 

Begin to form simple sentences sometimes using 
punctuation, read back what they have written 

Show interest and understanding in phoneme frames 
and word mats



SENDAT Outreach Autumn 2020



SENDAT Outreach Autumn 2020
 

A student working at this level typically:  

Recognises and names all sounds 

Uses sound knowledge to “read” unfamiliar words with up to five known letters or sounds 

Recognises some tricky words such as “said”  

Begins a reading scheme that is consistent with their phonic knowledge and age 
equivalent.   

Participates in role-play and takes an active role in deciding plot/characters 

Standard 4 Reading
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AREA LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Based on previous levels P8
POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

Reading skills 
in speaking

Vary voice tone to express emotion. 

To be able to adapt tone of voice to match 
character, such as baby, or pig. 

To read with expression, such as surprise or 
Sadness 

Use first, next, then in narrative of reading 
story. 

To use an informative voice when reading 
non fiction 

Use a louder tone of voice when reading to 
an audience 

Express likes and dislikes about a book 

Discuss events from the day e.g.  school visitor linking 
to own experiences 

Record pupils reading familiar text aloud. Encourage 
exaggerated use of expression 

Play “story chain”. Have one person start an original 
story by saying one line (e.g. “Once upon a time, 
there was a bear who lived in a cave”). Then go 
around in a circle so that each person contributes a 
sentence to the story 

Pupils take photographs e.g. mini beast hunt. 
Sequence at least four pictures and retell sequence of 
events in class using some time connectives.  

Play ‘Who Am I ‘ Pupils take on a role e.g. firefighter 
and answers questions about job. Pupils guess who 
they are 
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Reading skills 

in listening 
and 

responding

To respond clearly to questions about the 
text, independently using vocabulary found 
in text 

To sequence the story line after reading a 
simple text 

To show focus and follow the story as an 
adult or peer reads to them, offering a 
relevant comment

Use photographs of a recent event e.g. school trip, 
give out random photographs, pupils verbalise 
sentence relating to photo. Discuss correct sequence 
of events. Support pupils to form a line so photos are 
in correct order.  

Listen, Think and do LDA resources – develops 
listening, recall, inference and reading skills 

Paired reading – older / able readers read stories that 
pupils can follow in their book 

Listen to story tellers on line joining in with familiar 
parts of the text 

Invent and tell own short story 
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Reading skills 

in group 
discussion and 

interaction

Work with others, looking towards them as 
they speak, and responding appropriately 
by undertaking simple requests. 

Take turns in discussion, listening to others. 

Use language (speech, signs or 
communication aids) to express feelings, 
express negatives, plan (for example, what 
they are going to do at the weekend, what 
to take to the kitchen or on a visit to 
the supermarket).

Pupils  share views/ likes / dislikes about a book with 
a partner / small group and give reason to support 
view 

Focus cards for setting, character and events to guide 
discussions.  

Discuss / create alternative scenarios to familiar 
stories  

Using displayed question hand who?, what?, why?, 
why?, how? Model how to ask a question 

Pupil actively participates in regular group reading 
sessions 
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Reading skills 

in drama
Take part in sustained role-play: dress up in 
range of character clothes and portray the 
part, organise others in the role-play 
setting, play with others cooperatively. 

Make up own stories, songs, rhymes and 
poems. 

Contribute to discussions in small groups 
and role-play, 

Shout to add emphasis to expression. 

Use language to convey feelings and 
evaluations: 'It's enormous', 'This is difficult, 
'The play was very exciting'. 

Actively participate in a dramatic 
reconstruction of a familiar story, 
remembering some words to say or some 
stage directions. 

Use role play masks or puppets to take on role of 
different  story characters 

In role play make up silly version to well-known 
rhymes   

Hot seating – children take on the role of a character 
and answer questions 

Freeze Frame – when acting out a scene of the story, 
they freeze frame when told, can we tell the scene 
from the story 

Telephone Conversations. Two children improvise a 
telephone conversation with old phone / walkie-talkies 
at a problematic moment in the role-play. 
Conversation discussed or fed back into the drama to 
influence the next event. 

Use small world toys independently create and retell a 
story
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Word 

recognition
Read words/symbols linked to class routines 
or show recognition by body movement or 
vocalisation. 
Read a range of familiar words, such as 
names, captions, labels, favourite story 
character. Complete an alphabet puzzle. 

Order letters of alphabet correctly with 
alphabet strip if needed. 

Read words seen in the environment for 
example, Entrance, Class 3, Fire Alarm, car 
park, toilet. 

PIPs phase 3    
Recognises as individual words, within 
phrases or captions and in simple texts:  he 
she  we  me  be  was 
my  you  they  her  all  are 

Visual timetables / charts e.g. weather / food,  linked 
to words and symbols 

Magnetic Letters – Select a range of magnetic letters 
and make different words on magnetic board. 
Encourage and support pupils to blend sounds 
together to read words.  

Display words visually in captions and labels to 
increase impact and effect 

Key vocabulary word cards form a story. Pupils sort 
into alphabetical order with support of alphabet strip/ 
puzzle 

Flashcard Bag – Cut up and put Common Exception 
Words in a bag, Ask pupils to pick one out and read it. 
Decorate word if successful or practise and return to 
bag for another try. 

Take a white crayon and write some letters/ short 
words on a white piece of paper. Give pupils some 
watercolour paints and ask them to read the sounds / 
words as they appear.  

Provide a rich literacy environment 
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Word 

structure and 
reading words

PIPs phase 3 
Read and spell CVC words using a wider 
range of letters 
Use short vowels, consonant diagraphs and 
double letters e.g. bell, chick 
Read and spell a wide range of CVC words 
using all 44 phonemes and less frequent 
digraphs and some long vowel phonemes 
e.g. Sheep, boat 

Shows progress through a reading scheme 
that is consistent with their phonic 
knowledge and age equivalent. 

Hide and Seek – Hide flashcards from Phase 2-5 
Phoneme around the learning environment. Ask pupils 
to find them, bring them back and say correct sound. 

Sound Bingo – matching sounds to corresponding 
letters  
/pictures/photographs  

Texts matched to reading ability of pupils enabling 
grapheme – phoneme correspondence 

Applying knowledge of grapheme –phoneme 
correspondence through reading  texts matched to 
phonic knowledge
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Understanding 

and 
interpreting 

texts

Know that in English words are ordered 
from left to right 

Point or eye point to words/symbols as 
an adult reads. 

Point to first word in a phrase as reading 
begins, such as 'Mike walking', pointing at 
each word in turn. 

Understand terms such as 'the beginning', 
'the end', 'the title'. 

Follow a simple recipe independently

Using a familiar story pupils design front cover with 
their own title. Discuss illustrations,  features of the 
text, layout, letters and words needed for design 

Story sentence strips to sequence beginning / 
middle / end of story 

Using non-fiction books with clear large photographs 
play ‘See and Notice’ look for text features like 
charts, graphs, photographs, labels, maps, and 
diagrams.  
Set up text feature Scavenger Hunt. Place sticky 
notes on pages where particular text feature are 
present.
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Engaging and 
responding to 

texts

Notice if a mistake is made while a familiar 
story is read to them, for example, two 
pages turned in error, a name incorrectly 
read. 

Name and identify the main character in a 
fiction text. 

Begin to associate characters with a 
location, for example, Little Red Riding 
Hood in the Woods. 

Can say what happens at the end of a story 
and comment about it, for example, 'It's 
sad' 

Link events in texts to own experience, for 
example, point to the sports page in a 
newspaper and say, 'England won'. 

Actively participate in a dramatic 
reconstruction of a familiar story, 
remembering some words to say or some 
stage directions.

Tell your partner / group about something that 
happened to you that you have also read in a book.  

Take on the role of character in the story and answer 
questions  

Pupils retell part of the story but change one thing 
e.g. name of character / different animal/ setting etc. 

The Roving Reporter. Ask the pupils to pretend they 
were at the scene and to give an eyewitness account. 
Pupils recall  part of the drama and report back from a 
character’s viewpoint 

After reading a story discuss alternative title / ending 
for the book 

Watch a short film of story ask pupils to take notice of 
actions of performers, discuss and use to act out 
character roles 
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Reading texts 

using 
structure 

Select words from a clicker grid showing 
an understanding that when sentences are 
constructed words are added to the right of 
the previous words. 

Sequence simple sentences relating to a 
familiar story 

Show clear understanding of how a book 
works

Use Clicker grids to form simple sentences and read 
them back 

Cut up a sentence from a familiar story, pupils order 
words in correct order including full stop. Check by 
matching to sentence in the book.  

Support pupils to use simple time connectives and 
match to picture e.g. first / next/ / finally 

Look at covers of non-fiction books, what might the 
books be about? What do we want to find out? What 
does the title tell us?



SENDAT Outreach Autumn 2020
Reading for 

writing
Write words in correct sequence to 
communicate meaning in a short sentence 

PIPs phase 3 
Read and spell CVC words using a wider 
range of letters 
Use short vowels, consonant diagraphs and 
double letters e.g. bell, chick 
Read and spell a wide range of CVC words 
using all 44 phonemes and less frequent 
digraphs and some long vowel phonemes 
e.g. Sheep, boat 

Spell: 
the  to  I  no  go 

Draw two characters from your book and write in a 
speech bubble what they might say to each other 

Make a wanted poster of a familiar story character 

Choose characters from your books. Draw a picture. 
Write a word /caption for their appearance, behaviour,  
feelings and what they are like  

Word bank of key words for writing activity 

Word of the day / week read and write 

Use clip boards to make lists e.g. what I need for a 
day at the seaside / zoo / what they would like in 
their classroom/ fillings I would like in my sandwich/ 
pizza toppings 

Play with computer keyboard finding letter sounds 
moving onto writing CVC words/ captions / sentence.  

Phoneme frames to practise sounding and writing 
words 

Word cards – copy and trace words 

Make own Zig Zag books to retell and write captions / 
short sentences for story. Include capital letters and 
full stops. 
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