Note of explanation

We have largely completed our work towards Entry Level Certificate English, which I am sure you will agree is very good news! As such, we are now starting a brand new unit, all about STORIES FROM OTHER CULTURES. It begins with a story, which the students should read (‘The Girl, Part 1’), then a search exercise and finally an exploration of imaginative phrases within stories.

Please can you support your child in reading ‘The Girl’, the first of two extracts from a larger story. It may be fun to ask them to predict ‘what will happen next?’ and note these ideas down with your pencil and paper.
Next, ask your child to look at the phrases I’ve pulled out from the extract (first page of the next Word document). Can they find these phrases within the extract? (If you have been able to print off ‘The Girl’, and have a highlighter to hand, they could highlight these.)
Finally, the second page of the Word document identifies descriptive words, by showing them in red ink. These words should paint a picture in our minds, to help us imagine the scene in the story. Ask your child to write down what they imagine, based in these words. If necessary, they can look the meaning of the word up, using an on-line dictionary. (I tend to use the Cambridge Dictionary, since it is free to use). It is good to share ideas here, perhaps a debate will follow about the image in our minds….?
There will be more on this topic next week, of course.
Good luck!								Mr Cartwright
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