R/Y1  Spring Term   Non-Fiction 2B: Non Chronological Report 

Main text: The Storm Whale and Big Blue Whale 

	Wk 1
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Whole class teaching
	Explain that over the next 2 weeks we will explore the theme of blue whales, and the features of non-fiction texts. Read The Storm Whale. Notice it’s a storybook & so it must be read from beginning to end for it to make sense. Display the story-pegs (plan resources). Use them to sequence the story. Focus on each illustration and consider what questions Noi may have about the whale, e.g. Where did it come from? Model writing each suggestion as a question, emphasising a capital letter at the start, finger spaces between words and a question mark at the end. Keep for tomorrow’s input. 
Spoken Language 1 / Grammar 1
	Display the questions written in Monday’s input. Discuss phonics & strategies to read unfamiliar words and note suggestions on the w/board (examples in plan resource). Read a question; change the intonation of your voice to reflect that it is a question. Support reading remaining questions independently, using strategies noted. Explain that you will read a book that will provide an answer to each question. Read Big Blue Whale. Discuss suitable answers to questions, using facts from the book. Model locating those facts in the book, emphasising that you don’t need to read from cover 
to cover.   
Word Reading 1 
	Show an illustration of the whale from The Storm Whale and Big Blue Whale. Discuss each picture, noting similarities & differences. Show: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004t0hk Decide which picture looks the most life-like. Explain that The Storm Whale is a storybook & the illustration doesn’t need to look life-like, but Big Blue Whale is a non-fiction book so the illustration does. Draw a detailed life-like picture of a blue whale on the w/board (example in plan resources). Explain that illustrations in non-fiction books often have sentences underneath to give more information about them (captions). Write a caption, e.g. Whales breathe air.   Together share-write another caption.    Grammar 2 
	Show a model of a blue whale (or illustrations from Big Blue Whale). Ask chn to describe it, encourage them to identify the different body parts of the whale. Cut out and display the vocabulary (plan resources). Read through together. Display a good example of a drawing completed yesterday. Invite chn to match the words to the corresponding body part of the whale. Demonstrate drawing a straight arrow between the label and the corresponding part of the picture. Consider how to add a description to each label, e.g. smooth skin OR powerful jaws. 
Transcription 2
	Display fact-sheets about blue whales (plan resources). Read them. Identify & discuss textual features. Heading: writing at the top of the page to tell the reader what the information will be about. Illustration: Life-like pics that show what something looks like. Labels: Identify particular features of illustrations. Captions: Sentences that give extra information about illustrations. Facts: sentences that give information. Compare and contrast this with Storm Whale. Emphasise that these features are exclusive to non-fiction books.  
Comprehension 1

	
	Objectives
	Dimension
	Resources

	Spoken Lang
	a. Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers. 

b. Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding.  
	1. Monday: Asking questions (See Grammar 1)
During the input and group work chn will consider what questions would be suitable and appropriate for Noi to ask about the whale. In the group activities they will orally rehearse each question before they write to ensure it makes sense. Teacher and TA to support chn to compose questions, as appropriate. 
	none

	Comprehension
	a. Discuss a wide range of books.
g. Check that the text makes sense to them as they read and correct inaccurate reading

l. Clearly explain their understanding of books.
	1. Friday: Identifying and distinguishing ‘fiction’ and ‘non-fiction’ and locating the features of a non-fiction Book 
Set up 4 stations. Whatever number chn begin on, they proceed to the next numbered station. Least able begin on station 1, Easy group begin on station 2, Medium on 3, Hard on 4. 
1) Provide a small world seaside setting and a copy of Storm Whale. Chn read the book and retell the story. 
2) Chn read Whale Words (Hamilton Group Reader)
3) Chn read a selection of fiction and non-fiction books about oceans and whales. 
4) Chn sort a selection of non-fiction and fiction books into two groups: ‘fiction’ and ‘non-fiction’. Chn write the titles of the books on the plan resource. For Easy group, take a photograph of the two groups. TA
5) Prepare a set of key vocabulary (plan resources) for each child. Give each child a non-fiction book. Discuss each feature and locate it. Repeat with a different text. Teacher
Plenary: Bring chn together and display the book used in the input. Explain that you are thinking of a feature of non-fiction texts, and you want chn to guess what it is called, e.g. I am thinking of a sentence that is big and bold and at the top of the page… It is a heading! Repeat with different features. 
	Non-fiction Vocabulary, Fiction and Non-fiction Books including Whale Words (Hamilton Group Reader, see below plan) (plan resources); small world seaside playmat and associated animals/buildings; a range of non-fiction and fiction books about oceans/whales. 

	Word reading

Transcription 
	Word Reading
a. Apply phonic knowledge.
b. Respond speedily with correct sound to graphemes.
c. Read, by blending, unfamiliar words.
f. Read words of more than one syllable with taught GPCs.
h. Read accurately consistent with phonic knowledge.
i. Re-read to build up fluency.

	 1. Tuesday: Group Reading – children work in pairs. 
Easy: Provide each pair with their own copies of Fact-Sheets (plan resources). Read these together, using the strategies noted in the input to read unfamiliar words. Chn can move on to reading the rest of the text together if able. TA to support.
Medium: Give each pair a fact-sheet (plan resources). Chn read this together, using phonics and other strategies, to read unfamiliar words. Next, give each pair a different fact sheet and allow them to read through it independently. Repeat until each pair has read all three fact-sheets. Afterwards, use the questions (plan resources) to facilitate a discussion about whales. Encourage chn to go back to the fact sheets to find specific pieces of information that will answer each question. Teacher to support.
Hard: Display a range of non-fiction texts about whales: fact-sheets (plan resources), non-fiction books and web-links (suggested web-links are referenced at the bottom of this plan). Pairs select and read information. Give each pair a copy of the questions from the plan resources. Chn return to the text to locate answers to each question. 
Plenary: Write these headings on the w/board: What do blue whales look like? What do blue whales eat? Where do blue whales live? Ask the chn to share information that will answer each question. Encourage chn to answer in complete sentences i.e. Blue whales are the largest animals that have ever lived. They have two small black eyes on the side of their head. 
	Whale Fact-Sheets, Tell Me More About Blue Whales (plan resources); handwriting pencils. 

	
	Spelling:  

a. Words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught

b. Common exception words

i. Apply simple spelling rules and guidelines from Appendix 1

	2. Thursday: Writing labels – children work independently.
Easy: Give each child the illustration they completed yesterday and a copy of the vocabulary (plan resources). Chn cut out each word and match to the corresponding part of their illustration. Teacher
Medium: As above, except chn also write one describing word for each label e.g. tiny ear OR round eye. TA
Hard: Chn write labels for their illustration. The label must include two describing words as well as the name of the body part, e.g. soft, blue skin. 
Plenary: Select an example from the Hard group. Show it. Read a selection of the labels and invite a child to point to the right part of the picture. Display this example on the Working Wall.
	Scissors; glue; handwriting pencils, small world model of a blue whale.

	Grammar
	a. Leave spaces between words. 

c. Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and question mark. 

e. Learn the grammar in column 1, year 1 in Appendix 2. 
	1. Monday: Writing question sentences (See Spoken Language 1)
Easy: Sequence the story-pegs (plan resources). Focus on one section of the story. Together, the group compose as many questions as possible for that section. Adult to model writing each question on the w/board. Chn copy the question they suggested onto a slip of paper. Ensure each sentence is correctly punctuated and includes finger spaces between words. TA
Medium: Chn work independently to compose one question for each section of the story. Chn write their question sentence on a slip of paper. Afterwards, chn read their questions to a partner to ensure they make sense. Teacher
Hard: As above, except chn write two questions for each section of the story. 
Plenary: Place chn in mixed ability pairs. They take it in turns to read each other the questions they have written. After sharing each question, the pair discuss possible answers. Ask a selection of chn to read a question and share an answer with the class. Display some questions on the Working Wall, highlight the use of question marks. 
	The Storm Whale Story-Pegs (plan resources); slips of paper; handwriting pencils. 

	
	a. Leave spaces between words.

b. Join sentences using and
c. Begin to punctuate a sentence using a capital letter and full stop
	2. Wednesday: Writing a caption

Provide each child with a copy of the template from the plan resources. Chn draw their illustration in the large box and write their caption underneath. 
Easy: Chn work independently to draw and colour a blue whale. The illustration must be as life-like as possible. Afterwards, each child identifies one fact about blue whales that will give extra information about their picture. Adult and child scribe the sentence together, e.g. Blue whales have tiny ears on the side of their head. TA
Medium: As above, except chn independently write one complete sentence. They check that it begins with a capital letter, includes finger spaces between words, has words which are spelt accurately/phonically plausibly and ends with a full stop. 
Hard: As above, except chn use and to link two ideas together. The sentence should include description, e.g. Blue whales have tiny ears on the side of their head and their skin is soft and slippery. Chn will read their caption in the plenary, so should be appropriately prepared. Teacher
Plenary: Chn from Hard group read their caption to the class. Display examples from the Hard group onto the Working Wall, noting how and has been used to join two different ideas together into one sentence. 
	The Blue Whale illustration, The Blue Whale template (plan resources); handwriting/colouring pencils. 


	Wk 2
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	On Friday groups will present a non-fiction book they have composed. Invite parents into the classroom, before the end of the day, to listen and celebrate their achievement.

	Whole class teaching
	Explain that this week chn will research and write a page for a class non-fiction book about blue whales. Ask chn to consider what information should be included in each book. List their suggestions e.g. what they ate, what they look like, etc. Model converting each suggestion into a question, e.g. What do blue whales eat? OR What do blue whales look like? Ensure you have six different questions. Identify a specific question you will research. Select a non-fiction text and model skimming through it to look for facts to answer that question. Record ideas on sticky-notes as words, phrases, sentences or illustrations. 
Word Reading 3
	Today chn will start creating their own page for a group non-fiction book about blue whales. Tell chn that each page in the book will give the reader different information. Select and display one page of research from yesterday. Read through it. Emphasise that we will use the researched information to help write the question heading and draw a detailed, labelled illustration. Show the template (plan resources). Identify each section.  Demonstrate writing a heading, making it big and bold. Draw a detailed illustration and write labels; include short descriptive phrases for each label. Keep for tomorrow’s input. 
Composition 1
	Today chn will finish their page of the group non-fiction book about blue whales. They will write a caption for their illustration and write 3 statements (facts) that answer their question heading. Display the page from y’day’s input. Discuss suggestions for the caption. Model writing it, remembering to use a capital letter, full stop and finger spaces. Identify 3 facts. Model writing them. Easy group begin their activity. Remind chn how to link two ideas together using and and but. Remind chn that using but means the writer gives a contrasting idea. Model using both when discussing the facts that will be written.  
Transcription 4 / Grammar 3
	On the w/board display the vocabulary from the plan resources. Read it together and discuss each word. Show the pages from one group’s book. Use the vocabulary to identify different features. If you are able to find a feature, then remove the word from the w/board. Notice which words are left i.e. front cover, back cover, blurb, page number, contents page. Discuss each one. Demonstrate designing a front cover. Easy being their activity. Model writing a short paragraph to describe the book. Medium being their activity. Add page numbers, sequence the pages and design a contents page.  
Comprehension 3
	Select a completed example of a non-fiction book from y’day. Check it has all of the features of a non-fiction book e.g. front cover, contents page, headings, facts, illustrations, etc. Explain that you will present the information in the book in the most entertaining way possible!  Read it aloud very badly (mumble, look at the floor, giggle and be monotonous). Read it again being engaging and exciting (be expressive with your voice and face, look at the audience, use your hands). Discuss which performance was the most effective and why. Record ideas on the w/board (examples included in the resources). 
Spoken Language 2

	
	Objectives
	Dimension
	Resources

	Spoken Language
	g. Speak audible and fluently.
h. Participate in presentations.

i. Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listeners.

k. Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 
	2. Friday: Taking part in a presentation
Give each group their copy of the non-fiction book they have composed together. Using the Success Criteria, noted in the input, the chn rehearse a presentation of their book. Encourage the chn to: 

· Speak clearly and confidently, 

· Look at the audience, 
· Work together as a group. 
Plenary: Arrange the classroom so that each group have their own area in which to perform and parents are easily able to see the chn. Before the presentations begin, tell the parents that today is the culmination of two weeks learning about the features of non-fiction texts, and that after the presentation they are encouraged to discuss with the chn what they know about non-fiction books.  Chn perform their non-fiction book to their parents. Parents celebrate the achievement of their chn! 
Extension: Ask each group of parents to complete a positive feedback sheet for chn, noting two things they liked very much and suggesting one thing that they could do differently the next time they do a presentation. Display the completed books in the class book-corner or in the school library. 
	Perfect Presentation,  Positive Feedback (plan resources) handwriting pencils/pens for parents

	Comprehension
	f. Draw on what they already know or on information and vocabulary provided by the teacher.

k. Participate in discussion about books.

l. Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 


	3. Thursday: Publishing a Non-Fiction Book

Each group will work together, to ensure they agree on the content and formatting of each section of the book. However, within each team, different chn will have these specific roles:

Easy: Chn discuss and think of a title for the book and design a front cover.
Medium: Chn compose a short paragraph to describe the book. This will be the blurb on the back cover. Chn will also design a back cover. 
Hard: Chn design a contents page and add page numbers. Chn create a glossary; identifying specific vocabulary from the text and writing a definition of each word. 

Plenary: Chn collate the pages of their book and then bind them together (demonstration video for binding single sheets together http://www.wikihow.com/Bind-a-Book). Chn re-read their writing and then share their book with another team. 
Extension: Chn write an invitation to their parents, asking them to visit school to listen to their presentation on Friday (example invitation template in the plan resource). 
	Non-fiction features (plan resources); a range of non-fiction texts about blue whales

	Word Reading

Transcription
	h. Accurately read books.

i. Re-read books to build up fluency and confidence.


	3. Monday: Researching Information 

Set up six areas of the classroom, each with a range of non-fiction texts (books, fact-sheets, web-links). Provide each area with a plain sheet of A1 paper, a range of sticky-notes and a handwriting pencil for each child. Assign each of the six areas a question from the input. Divide chn equally among the six areas. Chn read through the texts, looking for information that will answer the question they are researching. Chn record their ideas on the sticky-notes as pictures, symbols, single words, phrases or full sentences. Chn place the sticky-notes onto the sheet of A1 paper. Teacher and TA to support all groups as appropriate. 

Plenary:  Together, each group reads through the information they have researched. Emphasise that the facts chn have collected must help them to answer the question they were researching. They remove any facts that do not answer the question, or have been repeated. Chn edit their facts to ensure they make sense. Keep each group’s research for tomorrow.
	A diverse range of non-fiction texts and access to the Internet (see web-link suggestions at the bottom of this plan); sheet of A1 paper for each group; handwriting pencils; sticky-notes. 

	
	a. Sit correctly at the table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly.

b. Begin to form lower-case letters in correct direction.
c. Form capital letters.
	4. Wednesday: Best Handwriting (See Grammar 3)
Easy: Chn produce legible printed handwriting of lower case lettering. Teacher 
Medium: Chn should produce legible printed handwriting, of lower case lettering, with spaces between words. Chn ensure they make capital letters larger than lower case letters.

Hard: Chn will include simple horizontal/vertical joins between letters within words, include spaces between words and form full stops appropriately. Letters should be of appropriate size to one-another. TA
	Handwriting pencils. 

	Grammar
	a. Leave spaces between words

b. Join sentences using and/but.
c. Punctuate sentences using capital letter and full stop.
	3. Wednesday: Writing Statements (See Transcription 3)
Easy: Chn use their notes and with the help of the adult they write a caption and three short sentences.
Medium:  As above, except chn use and in some of their sentences to join two facts together, e.g. Blue whales eat krill and in the summer this makes them fat.
Hard: Chn write one short sentence, one sentence that includes and and one sentence that includes but.  
Plenary: Place chn in mixed ability teams of six (making sure each team has one child from each of the research groups). Each child will bring a different information page to the team and together they will publish a non-fiction book. Each team shares their information pages. Paper-clip the pages together from each team. 
	The non-fiction page they started y’day; handwriting pencils; access to the notes they composed on Monday. 

	Composition
	a. Say out loud what they are going to write about.

b. Compose their ideas orally before writing it.

d. Re-read their writing to check it makes sense.

e. Discuss what they have written with teachers/other pupils.  
	1. Tuesday: Drafting a page for a Non-Fiction Book
Display the six large sheets of paper, with the notes completed yesterday, on the w/board for chn to see.

Easy: Chn copy the question heading from the research they undertook yesterday, ensuring it is bigger than their usual writing. They draw a detailed illustration and with the support of the adult they label it. TA 
Medium: As above except chn write their own labels. 
Hard:  As above, except the labels must include description. 
Plenary: Display and read the Success Criteria for a perfect page (plan resources). Each child shares their finished page with the chn in their ability group. Together the group edits each page i.e. check spellings, accuracy of facts, that sentences make sense. Teacher to check and edit each page for tomorrow’s activity.  
	Non-Fiction Page template, How to Make a Perfect Page (plan resources); 


Books:

Essential Books

Davies, B (2013) The Storm Whale Simon and Schuster, London. ISBN: 1471115682
Davies, N (2008) Big Blue Whale Walker Books, London. ISBN: 0744578965
Whale Words  Hamilton Group Reader available in sets of six from http://www.hamiltoneducation.org.uk/collections/group-readers-1/2-ks1-medium
Recommended Books
Books that compliment this unit, but are not essential
	Fiction
	Non-Fiction

	Pfister, M (2009) Rainbow Fish and the Big Blue Whale ISBN: 3314016697
James, S (2008) Dear Greenpeace ISBN: 140630848X

Donaldson, J (2009) The Snail and the Whale ISBN: 0330517341 
Sheldon, D (1993) The Whale Song ISBN: 0099737604
	Parker, S (2008) 100 Facts Whales and Dolphins ISBN: 1842369644
Davidson, S (2008) Whales and Dolphins ISBN: 0746098219

Sartori, B (2014) Let’s learn about whales ISBN: 1503138550

Ganeri, A (2009) Ladybird Mad About Whales and Dolphins ISBN: 1409301087


Websites:   Week 1
Monday: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004t0hk (David Attenborough commentating on video of the Blue Whale)

Tuesday: Recommended web-likes about whales:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/p00x5hjm (Deadly Sixty)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004t035 (Blue Planet. Play from 1min 20 seconds until the end)

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/whale_bluecalls (National Geographic. Includes audio of whale song).  
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/endangered_species/cetaceans/about/blue_whale/ (WWF fact-sheet about the Blue Whale. This website has links to other whale species on the left hand side of page). 
Websites:   Week 2

Thursday: http://www.wikihow.com/Bind-a-Book (Binding a book together)
The links to the websites and the contents of the web pages associated with such links specified on this list (hereafter collectively referred to as the ‘Links’) have been checked by Hamilton Trust (being the operating name of the registered charity, William Rowan Hamilton Trust) and to the best of Hamilton Trust’s knowledge, are correct and accurate at the time of publication. Notwithstanding the foregoing or any other terms and conditions on the Hamilton Trust website, you acknowledge that Hamilton Trust has no control over such Links and indeed, the owners of such Links may have removed such Links, changed such Links and/or contents associated with such Links. Therefore, it is your sole responsibility to verify any of the Links which you wish you use. Hamilton Trust excludes all responsibility and liability for any loss or damage arising from the use of any Links.
Outcomes 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	1. Know that storybooks must be read from beginning to end to make sense.
2. Understand that questions help to develop understanding.

3. Write question sentences. 
	1. Use phonics and other decoding strategies independently to read unfamiliar words in texts.
2. Know that non-fiction books contain information.

3. Understand that non-fiction books do not need to be read from beginning to end to make sense. 

	1. Know that in non-fiction books illustrations give readers information.
2. Understand that captions give additional information about illustrations.

3. Write a caption.

	1. Know that labels give readers specific information about illustrations.
2. Label an illustration.

	1. Know that non-fiction texts have specific textual features.
2. Identify a range of features from non-fiction texts. 

3. Understand the differences between fiction and non-fiction texts. 


	1. Know that information texts contain facts that can be used to answer questions.
2. Retrieve information from a non-fiction text. 

	1. Write a question heading.
2. Draw a detailed illustration.

3. Add labels to an illustration. 

	1. Write a caption for an illustration.
2. Write factual sentences (HARD: including and/but)

3. Develop a confident and fluent style of handwriting.

	1. Identify the features of a non-fiction book.
2. Work collaboratively to publish a non-fiction book.

	1. Work collaboratively to present information to an audience.
2. Understand how to capture and maintain the interest of an audience when presenting information.



Foundation Objectives 

Week 1
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. [L&A]

Maintain attention, concentrate and sit quietly during appropriate activity. [L&A]

Listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. [L&A]

Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations. [S]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]
	Link statements and stick to a main theme or intention. [S]

Know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. [R]
Read and understand simple sentences. [R]

Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. [R]

Read some common irregular words. [R]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]
	Respond to instructions involving two-part sequence. [U]

Link statements and stick to a main theme or intention. [S]

Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. [S]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]

Write own name and other things such as labels and captions. [W] 


	Link statements and stick to a main theme or intention. [S]

Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of books. [R]

Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. [R]

Read some common irregular words. [R]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]
	Link statements and stick to a main theme or intention. [S]

Know that information can be retrieved from books and computers.

Read and understand simple sentences. [R]

Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. [R]

Read some common irregular words. [R]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]


Week 2

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Link statements and stick to a main theme or intention. [S]

Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. [S]

Know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. [R]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]

Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. [W]
	Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of books. [R]

Know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. [R]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]

Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.  [W]
	Maintain attention, concentrate and sit quietly during appropriate activity. [L&A]

Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. [W]

Write some irregular common words. [W]

Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.  [W]


	Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of books. [R]

Know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. [R]

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. [R]

Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. [W]
	Respond to instructions involving two-part sequence. [U]

Listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion. [U]

Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. [U]

Express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. [S]

Use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. [S]


© Original plan copyright Hamilton Trust, who give permission for it to be adapted as wished by individual users.                                                                                        






